Riverside Church Statement of Faith
Our belief’s about…
God

There is only one God, Creator of heaven and earth, who exists eternally as three persons –
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – each fully God and yet personally distinct from each other.
Genesis 1:1-3; John 1:18; 14:15-17; 2 Corinthians 13:14

People

All people are created in God's image and deeply loved by Him. God invites us to live in
connection with Himself and in community with each other.
Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 8:5-6; Acts 17:28

Jesus

Jesus Christ, second Person of the Trinity, was born of the Virgin Mary, lived a sinless human
life, willingly took upon Himself all of our sins, suffered and died on the Cross, was bodily
resurrected, and is presently at the right hand of the Father, where He is our advocate and
mediator. He will return in the future to consummate history and to fulfill the eternal plan of God.
Mark 8:27-29; John 8:51-59; 10:30-38; 20:26-29; Acts 2:36; Hebrews 4:15; 2 Peter 1:1

Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit, third Person of the Trinity, is present in the world to make people aware of their
need for Jesus Christ. He indwells in every follower of Jesus from the moment of salvation,
giving spiritual gifts to serve the church and reach out to a lost and needy world. He is available
to instruct, guide, and empower us to live like Jesus.
Genesis 8:1; Psalm 104:29-30; Ezekiel 37:1-10; John 14; Acts 2; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Bible

The Bible is God's unique revelation to people. It is the inspired, infallible Word of God, and the
supreme and final authority on all matters upon which it teaches. No other writings have such
divine authority. The Bible's truth is timeless and speaks to our everyday lives.
Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20

Salvation

Apart from Jesus Christ, every person is spiritually lost and, because of sin, deserves the
judgment of God. However, God gives salvation and eternal life to anyone who trusts in Jesus
Christ and in His sacrifice on their behalf. Salvation cannot be earned through personal
goodness or human effort. It is a gift that must be received by humble repentance and faith in
Christ and His finished work on the cross.
Genesis 3:1-7; Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-9

Church

All people who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior are members of the body of
Christ, the one true universal Church. The local church is a community of believers who gather
for worship, prayer, instruction, encouragement, mutual accountability, and service with each
other. Followers of Jesus invest time, energy, and resources in the church in order to fulfill the
Great Commission – seeking and inviting lost people to join in the journey of following Jesus
and becoming more like Him.
John 17:20-21; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 12:1-31; Ephesians 2:19-22; 4:3-6; 1 Peter 2:9

Practices

Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded two practices to the church: water baptism and communion.
These are available to all who follow Jesus.
Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 6:2-4; 1 Corinthians 10:14-17; 11:23-26

Eternity

Death seals the eternal destiny of each person. At the final judgment, those who reject Jesus
will be separated from God into condemnation. Those who accept Jesus will be received into
God's loving presence and rewarded for their faithfulness to Him in this life.
Romans 8:34-39; 1 Corinthians 15; Philippians 1:23; 2 Timothy 1:10; Revelation 21 & 22

